

[image: ]
Yes! CONTRIBUTE TO SUZY’S BOOKS
Suzy’s Crew is comprised of excellent writers, writers in all genres. If you are such a writer, keep reading! We are looking for YOU!
For Writers …
We get lots of questions about submitting titles. Your question may be answered below, or you are always welcome to contact us (see below).
Why Would I Want To Be Part Of Suzy’s Crew?
Only writers can be members of Suzy’s Crew. As a writer, you know well how tough it is to get your name, your book, in front of readers, in the hopes that they might buy it. Suzy’s Books cannot solve that issue completely, but we can be a stepping stone on your path to success.
“Suzy’s Crew” is a consortium, a group of women writers helping each other be successful. There are a lot of ways that we can do this.
· We can tell our own list about great new books we have discovered, no matter how large, or how small, our mailing list is.
· We can post reviews on Amazon, Goodreads, and others.
· We can post on Twitter, Facebook, Pinterest and BlueSky.
· We can provide blurbs, and be beta readers.
· There are loads of other things we can do. We are simply there to help each other.

Here’s what I’ll be contributing: Should you become a part of Suzy’s Crew, I do promise that:
· Your book will be featured on this website, as you have presented it, and will be part of the New Posts listings, and part of the search results for the Categories and Tags you have requested; …
· Your bio with a link to your website will be on the “Suzy’s Crew” page; …
· Your book will be featured at least once in our “Suzy’s Books” newsletter, with a link to the page you have created; …
· Your book will be featured in at least one post on my BlueSky account, and
· If you are a member of BlueSky, your name will be added to “Suzy’s Crew List” on BlueSky.
And every member of “Suzy’s Crew” is asked to make a contribution of her own. So altogether we CAN make a difference.
As an added bonus, as a member of Suzy’s Crew you can honestly tell a publisher or agent that you are a Featured Author on Suzy’s Crew, a newsletter with hundreds (or thousands) of recipients each week, and you can guarantee exposure of your book to that list. (Plus all of the other exposure that Suzy’s Crew can provide!)
We can’t do this alone. But together, we can do a lot.
How Much Does All Of This Cost?
Not a silly dime. Honest.
Perhaps at some point in the future there will be a charge, but not for a long while. We are in this as colleagues.
In full disclosure, I will receive the Amazon commission should anyone purchase your book from the link I provide. I will use that money to offset the cost of maintaining this website and newsletter. YOU earn money every time your book sells. (Sadly, I don’t expect that any of us is going to get rich — lol.)
What Does A Suzy Crew Member Have To Do?
We ask for a commitment of half an hour a week promoting others’ books.
During that half hour or so, you might do any of the tasks noted above, or something else entirely. It is up to you. When you do promote someone else’s book, it is nice if you let them know, but no one files a time sheet, and no one checks up on you. We are all professionals.
We also ask that you actively promote Suzy’s Books by linking from your website, from your own newsletter, in your sig file in emails and professional groups. People won’t know about it if we don’t tell them.
Who Can Submit Titles?
Our byline is “Books by, and for, women like us,” so we welcome all women to submit titles. 
What Kinds Of Books Can I Submit?
Here we are pretty fussy. Here are our guidelines:
· The book must be written by a woman.
· It must be a good one for discussion in book clubs. Most good titles do have discussion topics.
· It must be a “very good” or “great” book. (See below for book standards.)
· It may be in any genre, e.g., mystery, historical, science fiction, etc.
· Nothing pornographic, and nothing that glorifies guns or narcotics
· It may be a new book, or a classic.
· It must be available for purchase on Amazon. (Amazon is our primary link. It is good if it is available elsewhere, but we want our readers to find it easily, so we include Amazon links.)
· Preference goes to small and independently printed titles.
What Is A “Very Good” or “Great” Book?
We want better than just “average” books here. Many thousands of books are published each year, but we want the cream of the crop. The book should:
· Have at least 5 reviews on Amazon or Goodreads or other platform, with at least a 3.75 star rating, or
· Have excellent reviews from two or more recognized reviewers. Why? Because we want to know that you are committed to your success, even if you have paid for independent reviews.


What If It Is A New Book? Can It Still Be Included?
Yes! Emerging authors are welcome, even if the book doesn’t have any reviews yet. BUT …
.. the author of the new book must have published at least one book previously that meets our criteria of being a very good or excellent book. (See above for what is considered “very good” or “excellent.”
If this is your first book, work hard to get those reviews, then contact us! We would love to hear from you.
Are Independently Published Books OK?
ABSOLUTELY! Traditional publishers are so overwhelmed that they can’t publish all great books that are written.
If you have published independently, and you meet the criteria noted above, please do submit your book.
Who Does The Write-Up For These Books?
You do.
This works well because our visitors will see the opinions of lots of writers, not just mine. And you are the one who knows your book the best.
How Will My Book Be Promoted On The Website?
I’ve done everything I can think of to keep all of our titles fresh, in front of new eyes every step of the way. For example:
· On the Home page there is a listing of titles recently added. At this time, 12 titles are listed, with the most recently added titles at the top. This list gets updated weekly as new titles are added to our collection, so your title will remain in that list for 12 weeks.
· In the sidebar there is a similar list, so it will show up when anyone click to any page.
· At the bottom of each page you will see a selection of titles taken from the same Category as the featured title. This rotates randomly, so even if your title has been on the website for ages, it will still appear here from time to time.


· When someone clicks to see the whole Category list, your book will always appear in the Categories that you have selected.
· When someone clicks to see the Tag list, your book will always appear in the Tag lists that you have selected.
· In the newsletter that will be sent weekly, there will be 2 books featured: a new title, and an “Editor’s Pick” from the same Category as the new title. Your title may be featured as an “Editor’s Pick” from time to time. These spots are limited, so I can make no promises.
· If you have something to announce – a book signing, a great new review, etc. – it will be announced in the newsletter, with a link to your page.
· There is a page for Suzy’s Crew authors, with a brief bio and link to your website and/or social platform.
What About Books Written by Non-Members, Even Famous Authors?
We want a strong selection of books that are well-known, or by authors whose names are known. Every time someone clicks on a “Category,” we want our books to appear alongside those famous books.
You may well have favorite titles in your genre. Great! If so, write them up for inclusion on our site. You will be listed as the Reviewer on that page, with a link to your bio.
I also invite readers to submit the titles of their favorite books, and you may choose a book from that list. 
However you choose your books, lets get the “Categories” bursting with great reads!

Oh, and one more thing. I would love to send our members short stories or other writings that are just interesting. If you enjoy writing that kind of lit, your name will be featured from time to time in a special newsletter.
This has taken me a while to put together, and I didn’t do it for money. Truly, I don’t expect to make much from it. So why am I doing it? That is a very good question.
Honestly, I am not good at promotion. I suspect that lots of others aren’t good at promotion too. And it is expensive. I needed a way to put my book in front of more readers, readers who were already on the mailing lists of writers. So this concept evolved.
We are still in our infancy. I would love to have a Suzy’s Crew member who can do podcasts for our books, and another who will keep an eye on a FaceBook group for our list, and perhaps even one who can organize Zoom meetings. None of this is a requirement to become a Suzy’s Crew member, but keep it in mind.
The bigger we can make Suzy’s Book list, the more possible greater promos become.
For the moment I am alone in making decisions, but I would be delighted to hand off even that task as we go along. I am thinking that around 20 is a good number for Suzy’s Crew to start with. 
You may still have questions, and that’s fine.
If you do have questions, please do not hesitate to contact maryannthewriter@aol.com.
If you are ready to become a Member of Suzy’s Crew, please fill out SUZY’S CREW INTEREST FORM. To keep a balance in the presentations, I will be looking for members from a variety of genres, and members who can provide differing promotional help for others.
I am looking forward to hearing from you!
Best,
MaryAnn
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